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All things Green to be on display
County’s first 
NAHB-certified 
green home will 
be featured today

By BRIAN WALKER
Staff writer

RATHDRUM — Greg 
Washington thought it 
was time that a builder 
give Kootenai County 
a taste of a home certi-
fied by the National 
Association of Home 
Builders’ Green Building 
Program — even with 
this market.

“Whether indi-
vidual builders accept 
(green technology) or 
not, it’s coming,” said 
Washington, president of 
Courtyard Construction 
in Hayden. “Utility com-
panies support it with 
rebates, the current 
administration supports 
it, so somebody needed 
to step out and get the 
ball rolling.

“We’re trying to 
empower our industry to 
do better.”

The county’s first 
NAHB-certified green 

home — built by 
Courtyard — will be 
open from 11 a.m. to 
3 p.m. today at 15156 
Pristine Circle in 
Rathdrum’s Radiant 
Lake subdivision as 
part of Green Day 
Oktoberfest.

The 1,446-square-foot, 
green-colored home with 
three bedrooms and two 
baths — left unfinished 
during the Parade of 
Homes for visitors to see 
the difference between it 
and regular homes — is 
now finished and for sale 
for $209,900.

Washington said the 
monthly heating bill for 
the home is expected 
to be roughly a third of 
that for a similar-sized 
regular home.

“We’ve tried to build 
a house as tight as pos-
sible,” Washington said.

On a “blower-door 
test” in which all the 
windows and doors are 
closed and a blower door 
is placed on the front 
door, the home was 80 
percent tighter than the 
standard for the Energy 
Star rating, Washington 

said.
It has soy-based, 

expandable foam insula-
tion on the underside of 
the roof to act as a vapor 
barrier and create 700 
square feet of attic stor-
age.

“There’s not another 
house in Kootenai 
County like that,” 
Washington said. “It’s an 
added benefit.”

There’s a 95 percent-
efficient furnace (code 
calls for 80 percent). 
The bathrooms have 
a dehumidistat, which 
measures relative humid-
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This home at 15156 Pristine Circle in Rathdrum’s Radiant Lake subdivision 
is Kootenai County’s first home certified by the National Association of 
Home Builders’ Green Building Program. It will be open today from 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. as part of Green Day Oktoberfest.

ity and automatically 
shuts off according to 
your setting. The walls 
are framed at 2 feet on 
center, which lessens 
wood in the walls and 
the transfer of heat to 
improve insulation.

It also has R-21 fiber-
glass insulation (code 
requires R-19) in the 
walls and there’s no 
pink or yellow dyes in 
it, which contributes to 

volatile organic com-
pounds in the air.

“It’s a high-per-
formance home and 
it’s a healthy home,” 
Washington said, adding 
that paint with low VOCs 
was used. “The smell you 
get with a new home or 
car is not healthy.”

On the outside, 
deciduous trees protect 
windows from south and 
west sun exposure dur-

ing the summer.
Washington, co-chair-

man of the green build-
ing committee for the 
North Idaho Building 
Contractors Association, 
said NIBCA decided to 
endorse NAHB’s certi-
fication over more than 
90 other green building 
programs because it 
has American National 
Standards Institute 
approval and requires a 
third-party verifier.

“This isn’t the best 
market to be putting up 
a model home, but we 
thought it was appropri-
ate,” Washington said. 
“Rather than just talk 
about it, we wanted to 
stand behind what we 
believe in.”

Come see it
	 Kootenai County’s 
first home certified by 
the National Association 
of Home Builders’ 
Green Building Program 
at 15156 Pristine Circle 
in Rathdrum’s Radiant 
Lake subdivision east 
of Highway 41 will be 
open from 11 a.m. to 
3 p.m. today during 
Green Day Oktoberfest.  
 There will be food, 
drinks, music and green 
industry vendors along 
with Avista’s Sun Car.

“Whether individual builders accept 
(green technology) or not, it’s coming.” 

GREG WASHINGTON, Courtyard Construction president

KEC warns
public of
phone scams

Kootenai Electric 
Cooperative has issued 
a warning of local and 
nationwide scams that 
have specifically targeted 
electric cooperative mem-
bers and other energy 
customers. 

There have been 
reports of electric custom-
ers receiving telephone 
calls from scam artists 
demanding immediate 
credit card payment to 
avoid disconnection of 
service. 

In one instance, a KEC 
member received a call 
from someone claiming 
to be from KEC. The 
caller told the member 
that his payment did not 
go through and that his 
power was going to be 
disconnected. 

When the member 
asked the caller how he 
could keep the power on 
he was told he could pay 
with a credit card. When 
the member questioned 
the caller further the line 
went dead. 

Authorities warn peo-
ple not to give personal 
and financial information 
over the phone and to ask 
the caller for identifica-
tion.
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Black and 

White Diamonds
Oval interlocking, 18” chain, 
.48 total weight. 
Very elegant
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